Ernest Albert Farmer
Born in Symonds Hyde, Hatfield in 1886, Ernest, the son of Joseph and Emma Farmer, was one of eleven children of which only seven survived. He was 5ft 4 inches with a fresh complexion, brown eyes, dark brown hair and a slight curvature of the spine. 
By 1905 the family had moved to Bushey and Ernest was working as an agricultural labourer. In the same year, he joined the 4th Bedfordshire Regiment Militia. In 1911 Census, the family were still living at Bushey Hall Farm Cottages in Bushey Mill Lane and Ernest was now a shepherd. 
When war broke out, he enlisted into the Northampton Regiment, 6th Battalion, number 43078 as a Private. He served in the theatre of war in France and Flanders and was killed in action on the 17th February 1917, aged 31 years old. Ernest never married and is buried at Regina Trench, Grandcourt, Somme. He is commemorated on the Bushey Memorial, at St James’ and at St Paul’s, Bushey.

After the war, his family were sent a Memorial Plaque known as the 'Dead Man's Penny' along with a scroll signed by George V. Ernest's name is engraved on the War Memorial erected at Clay Hill, Bushey. This monument was brought from London by horse and cart driven by his brother-in-law Albert Rolls of Fernley Street, Watford. 



