Joseph James Ward
Joseph the son of Charles and Annie Ward was born in 1894 and was one of six siblings (three girls and three boys). The parish records show that he was baptised on 9th February 1894, aged 7 years. By the 1911 Census, his father, a builder, was a widower and with the children, were living at 126 School Lane in Bushey.  Joseph, aged 17 years, was an unemployed general labourer. His brother William Charles Ward, who was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) survived the war and is reputed to have advised his younger brother to stay at home.

Joseph enlisted into the Bedfordshire Regiment, 6th Battalion, number 12229 as a Private. He was killed in action during The Battles of The Somme at the Battle of Bazentin, where 250 men were lost during the St. Swithen's Day assault against Contalmaison, on 15th July 1916. He was 22 years old and had only been fighting for a few weeks before he lost his life. Joseph is mentioned on three war memorials: Bushey Memorial, Clay Hill; St James' Church, Bushey and at St Peter's Church, Bushey Heath. 

Joseph is buried at Pozieres British Cemetery, Ovillers-LA Boisselle, France (Grave/memorial reference: III.G.15).












