Maurice Hewson Wilkinson

Maurice Hewson Wilkinson was the second son of the Revd. John Wilkinson, the vicar of St Paul’s Church, Gateshead. Maurice had six older sisters and two brothers. He and his brother, Leonard, who was a year younger, were very close. Maurice remained single and became a mining engineer and surveyor in the coal industry. He enlisted in the Royal Engineers and gained a commission. He was awarded the Military Cross, instituted in 1914 for gallantry in the presence of the enemy. 
Maurice Wilkinson was in 177 Tunnelling Company from 1915 until he was killed on 31st July 1917 by a shell, when they were on the way to the front line. In a letter written to his sister-in-law on 26th June 1917 he said that his Commanding Officer had been killed and he was in temporary command. It was very lively and they were ‘getting it hot’. (Tunnellers Memorial website – researched by Alywn Jones)
His death was announced in the local press and in the London Times of Wednesday August 8, 1917: ‘WILKINSON - Killed in action on 31st July. Major Maurice Hewson Wilkinson, M.C. R.E., second son of the late Revd. John Wilkinson and brother of the Revd. J. R. Wilkinson, Rector of Winford, Somerset, and Leonard Wilkinson, Bushey, Herts.’ 
Major M H Wilkinson also appears under the heading ‘Fallen Officers’ in the Times edition of Tuesday August 28, 1917. Killed in action MC. He is remembered with honour at Poperinghe New Military Cemetery, near Ypres.

His brother, Leonard Wilkinson, a chartered accountant, lived with his wife in Bushey, at 10 Avenue Rise and must have put Maurice’s name forward for  inclusion on the memorial in St James’ Church.





